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servant of Richard, but anti-English and unpopular with the
baronage. His attempts to assert the royal rights and juris-
diction by taking possession of the castles and enforcing his own
supremacy raised up a strong party against him, at the head
of which was Earl John, for whom Richard had provided in
a most lavish manner, and who, after Philip's return from the
Crusade, acted in concert with him. A short struggle followed,
in which John gained the advantage, and William Longchamp
was deposed from the justiciarship by the assembled baronage
under the direction of the Archbishop of Rouen, who had him-
self been authorized by Richard to attempt the settlement of
the country. The Archbishop of Rouen succeeded as justiciar,
and held the office until a few months before Richard's return
from captivity. His period of rule is characterized chiefly by
the attempts made by John to supplant his brother, and by
the measures taken for raising the king's ransom. The con-
stitutional history of England receives little illustration from
either of these periods. Archbishop Hubert, however, who
succeeded to the justiciarship in 1194, and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter,
who followed him in 1198, were both able administrators, and
attempted to unite faithful service of the king with the
maintenance and the development in all respects of his father's
system. The principle of raising money by the use and
amplification of judicial machinery was carried by these
ministers into new directions ; larger charters were granted
to the towns,1 and larger powers to the itinerant judges, whilst
at the same time the progress of the country towards self-
government was marked by the introduction of the elective
principle into the county court and the employment of the
jury in the assessment of property. It would appear from the
historians that although very large sums of money were exacted
by these means, some form of constitutional process in the
1 The first precedent, however, for the'extension of municipal liberties
was given in the year 1189, when the burgesses of Colchester were
authorized to elect their own bailiffs and a justiciar * ad servanda
placita coronae'.
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